
 

 The G7 Taormina Summit was held in Taormina, Italy, where the leaders of Japan, 

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, the United States of America, 

the European Council and the European Commission 

gathered on May 26 and 27, 2017, to discuss major issues 

that currently confront the global community. Some of 

the major issues addressed at the Summit included for-

eign policy, terrorism, the global economy and inequali-

ty, trade, and climate change and energy. 

 In the first address of the G7 Summit, Mr. Shinzo 

Abe, Prime Minister of Japan, underscored the im-

portance of maintaining solidarity among the G7 mem-

bers, who share the indispensable basic values of free-

dom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

Prime Minister Abe also led discussions on foreign policy 

issues like North Korea and maritime security, as well as 

the issues of global economy, inequality and trade.  

 With respect to North Korea, Prime Minister Abe warned of the nuclear threat 

posed by North Korea, which not only imperils South East Asia, but the entire world. 

Prime Minister Abe further cautioned that the international community needs to take 

concrete action in the face of North Korea’s provocative actions through the develop-

ment of its nuclear program. Responding to the initiative of Prime Minister Abe, G7 

leaders unanimously recognized North Korea’s grave threat to global peace and secu-

rity, and agreed that G7 countries need to step up measures to press North Korea to 

abandon its nuclear and missile programs in compliance with the relevant United 

Nations Security Council resolutions. Furthermore, G7 leaders also agreed with 

Prime Minister Abe’s call for a speedy resolution to the issue of abduction of foreign 

nationals by North Korea. 

 Addressing the security issue of terrorism, Prime Minister Abe reaffirmed Japan’s 

support to strengthening the fight against terrorism in cooperation with G7 members, 

while utilising the action plan compiled by Ise Shima G7 Summit in 2016. The issue of 

maritime security was also discussed with G7 leaders reaffirming their support for 

the peaceful settlement of maritime disputes, registering their concern for the mari-

time disputes in the East China Sea and South China Sea, and urging all concerned 

parties to pursue the demilitarization of disputed maritime features in these areas.  

 On the topic of free trade, Prime Minister Abe voiced his support for expanding 

free, fair and high-standard rules throughout the globe for the fair distribution of free 
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trade and stated Japan’s intention to work on improving the rules-based multilateral trading system, and to pro-

mote bilateral and regional agreements. 

 The G7 leaders also jointly expressed their concern that excessive inequality, domestically and international-

ly, limits future growth potential. In this regard, Prime Minister Abe advocated the creation of a positive cycle 

of growth and fair distribution through the promotion of innovation and productivity in order to sustain 

growth. He also outlined Japan’s intention to address inequality through the introduction of work-style reforms 

and promoting the active role of women. 

 The major challenge of climate change was discussed in the context of the Paris Agreement. Prime Minister 

Abe strongly reaffirmed Japan’s support for the Agreement, stressing that climate change is a global challenge 

that requires the collective effort of the international community and signaling Japan’s intention to implement 

the Paris Agreement.  

 The next G7 Summit will be held in 2018 under the Presidency of Canada.   
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 Climate change is a clear and present threat facing all of us today. So we 

must ask ourselves what kind of world we will leave for our children if we 

do not take decisive actions now.  

 In order to squarely answer this question, the global community jointly 

formulated an historic accord, the Paris Agreement ,which went into force 

in November 2016. This agreement aims to strengthen the global response 

to the threat of climate change by holding the increase in the global average 

temperatures to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre industrial levels 

and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 Following this unprecedented agreement we now have to ask ourselves what we can do to enforce the Paris 

Agreement.  

 Island nations are vulnerable to climate change by nature. Since Caribbean islands’ economies heavily rely 

on the tourism industry they are particularly sensitive to global warming and the resulting sea level rise.  

 Throughout my travels in the Caribbean, I have noted the grave concern about the threats caused by climate 

change such as coastal erosion caused by sea level rise, increase in hurricane disasters, worsening drought, out-

breaks of sargassum, and the decrease in fish catches in coastal waters.  

 I visited the Commonwealth of Dominica in September 2015 and witnessed first-hand the devastation 

brought by the torrential rains of Tropical Storm Erica. I also saw a completely dried up reservoir in Antigua 

and some sargassum dotted beaches in neighbouring countries. Last year, Trinidad experienced torrential rain-

falls resulting in severe landslides and damages to infrastructure and properties.  

 Japan is a mountainous country made up of numerous islands and therefore shares grave concerns about 

climate change with Caribbean nations. It has also experienced meteorological disasters on many occasions. To 

cope with the threats of these disasters, Japan has developed various countermeasures over the years, includ-

ing dams, dykes, slope stabilisation, advanced radars and rainfall – data sharing systems.  

 We also have advanced technology in the area of energy efficiency. In fact, Japan’s economy is one of the 

most energy efficient in the world and we are quite happy to share our expertise and the lessons we have 

learned with Caribbean countries. 

  In order to fulfil our duty as a global citizen, Japan announced in 2015 an ambitious initiative, “Actions for 

Cool Earth (ACE) 2.0” for supporting actions in developing countries and the advancement of innovative  
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 The Orders of the 

Rising Sun, established 

in 1875, was Japan's first 

award under the honors 

system in Japan. It fea-

tures rays of sunlight 

radiating from the rising 

sun. The attachment is 

shaped into a chrysan-

themum. This decora-

tion is awarded to Japa-

nese nationals, and is 

also awarded to foreign 

nationals in recognition 

of their significant con-

tributions to bilateral 

relations (politics/

diplomacy, honorary-

consuls), academics/

education, health, social 

affairs, culture and 

sports.  

 At the ceremony Am-

bassador Okada ad-

dressed the gathering, 

underscoring the 

achievements of Mr. 

Bromet and also high-

lighting the relationship 

forged between Japan 

 On 16 June, the ceremony 

for the Conferment of Decora-

tions on Mr. Hugo Bromet, 

Former Honorary Consul-

General of Japan in Paramari-

bo, was held at the Suriname 

Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, Paramaribo, Suri-

name.  

 His Excellency Mitsuhiko 

Okada, Ambassador Extraor-

dinary and Plenipotentiary of 

Japan to the Republic of Suri-

name, was on hand for the 

conferment of the decoration 

on Mr. Bromet, who served as 

Honorary Consul-General of 

Japan from 2006 to 2016. Mr. 

Bromet is the first Surinamese 

national to be conferred with a 

decoration from the Govern-

ment of Japan.  

 The Decoration, “The Or-

der of the Rising Sun, Gold 

Rays with Neck Ribbon”, was 

awarded to honour Mr. Brom-

et for his outstanding contri-

butions to promoting friendly 

relations between Japan and 

Suriname.  

and Suriname. Mr. Brom-

et then conveyed his pro-

found gratitude, in both 

English and Japanese, for 

the honour bestowed 

upon him.  Her Excel-

lency Pollack-Beighle, 

Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs of the Republic of 

Suriname, gave remarks, 

wherein she lauded Mr. 

Bromet’s contribution 

and expressed her appre-

ciation for the support of 

the Japanese government 

to Suriname.  

 Approximately 100 

guests witnessed the con-

ferment, including Her 

Excellency YIdiz Pollack-

Beighle, Minister of For-

eign Affairs of the Repub-
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(from the left) Mrs. Bromet, Mr. 

Bromet, Minister Pollack-Beighle, 

Ambassador Okada, and Mrs. 

Okada  

lic of Suriname, His Excel-

lency Fredinand Welzijn, 

Minister of Trade, Indus-

try and Tourism and Act-

ing Minister Justice and 

Police of the Republic of 

Suriname, Permanent Sec-

retaries from various gov-

ernment ministries, mem-

bers of the Diplomatic 

Corps, Mr. Jayant Anilku-

mar Padarath, President 

of the Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry, the 

media and other specially 

invited guests. 

technologies to address climate change such as the development of renewable energy and improvement in 

energy efficiency. Under ACE 2.0, Japan will provide 1.3 trillion yen (approximately US$12 billion) in climate 

finance to developing countries in 2020.  

 Since the historic Japan Caricom summit meeting in 2014 Japan has been fulfilling its commitment to sup-

port the sustainable development of Caricom countries through various projects including the donation of 

disaster prevention equipment, delivery of emergency supplies to the Commonwealth of Dominica, and tech-

nology transfer relative to climate change.  

 Climate change is a long term global agenda that needs the concerted efforts of the entire international 

community. Now is the time for every country and every individual to be engaged in the enforcement of the 

Paris agreement. The costs of inaction will be too high.  


